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Why bother with utopias? Why connect them with creating them with the pursuit of global equality? What moral theory yields guides actions that bring greater economic equality?

We live in a robo-cop, dystopic age – surely not a novel insight on my part. But the ease with which criticism of the status quo is made disguises a serious paucity of alternatives that actually tackle the problem of economic inequality and show some promise eliminating it.

A theory of global economic equality is incoherent without a moral theory from which it is derived and applied. In today’s buzz, that means that the course will struggle with a diversity of “normative” theories before setting out on an investigation of current problems and proposals for their solution. 

The course also seeks to help students develop a rich critical-historical knowledge of past utopian schemes, without which, in my view, imagining a practical utopian future is unthinkable.

Books, in so far as you need them, will be at Book Culture uptown (formerly Labyrinth). E-reserves should be up and running by week three, where they will become important. 

Seminar attendance is mandatory; too much happens for you to take attendance casually.

On written work, in contrast, I am very flexible. Term papers, a series of short paper based on the readings, a dissertation proposal in the works, and whatever else you can propose are viable options. Know what specific kinds of things and skills you want to learn, and let’s work with that. 

1/31/08 Introduction

2/7/08 Utopian Thinking: Some Historical Examples

Plato, Republic, any edition.

Thomas More, Utopia, (1518), any edition.

Edward Bellamy, Looking Backward, (1888), any edition. 

(Note for this session: Each of us including me will read one of the above and share description and analysis in seminar)

2/14/08 The Enlightenment Tradition: Equality, Invidious Comparison, Property
Thomas Hobbes, “Of the Natural Condition of Mankind as Concerning their Felicity and Misery,” “Of the First and Second Natural Laws, and of Contracts,” “Of Other Laws of nature,” “Of Persons, Authors, and Things Personated,” and “Of the Causes, Generation, and Definition of a Commonwealth,” Leviathan, (New York: Collier Books, 1962 [1652]), 80-133. Any edition 
John Locke, “The State of Nature” and “Of Property,” from The Second Treatise on Government, (New York: New American Library, 1963, edited by Peter Laslett,), 308-318, 327-344. Any edition.

Jean-Jacques Rousseau, “Discourse on the Origin and Foundation of Inequality among Mankind, “including preface), (1755). Any edition. 

2/21/08-2/28/08 Equality, Anarchism and Socialism: the 19th Century Ferment

Friedrich Engels, “Socialism: Utopian and Scientific,” Anti-Duhring (1880), any edition, and check Marxist web noted below.

H.G. Wells, “Utopian Economics, from A Modern Utopia, (1905), http://www.marxists.org/reference/archive/hgwells/1905/modern-utopia/ch03.htm.

Graham Wallis, “Property under Socialism,” Fabian Essays in Socialism, edited by George Bernard Shaw, (1891)

Annie Besant, “Industry under Socialism, Fabian Essays in Socialism, edited by George Bernard Shaw, (1891)

John Stuart Mill, “Chapters on Socialism,” Essays on Economics and Society, (1879).

Wallis, Besant, and Mill at net address below:

http://oll.libertyfund.org/?option=com_staticxt&staticfile=show.php%3Ftitle=298&chapter=6500&layout=html&Itemid=27
Peter Kropotkin, The Place of Anarchy in Socialist Revolution, (1886), http://dwardmac.pitzer.edu/ANARCHIST_ARCHIVES/kropotkin/place_1.html.
_____, Proposed Communist Settlement: A New Colony for Tyneside or Wearside, (1895), http://flag.blackened.net/daver/anarchism/kropotkin/propsett.html.

Pierre-Joseph Proudhon, Chapter 7, from General Idea of the Revolution in the 19th Century, (1851), http://fair-use.org/p-j-proudhon/general-idea-of-the-revolution/absorption-of-government-by-the-economic-organism. 

3/6/08 Modern Utopian Thinking and Its Critics

Isaiah Berlin, “Equality,” (1976), http://berlin.wolf.ox.ac.uk/published_works/cc/quickpdfs/equality.pdf
_____, “Two Concepts of Liberty,” The Liberty Reader, edited by David Miller, (Boulder, CO: Paradigm Press, 2006), 33-57. (see copy in Isaiah Berlin, Liberty, edited by Henry Hardy, (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2002), 168-181, 191-200.
Quentin Skinner, “ A Third Concept of Liberty,” The Liberty Reader, edited by David Miller, (Boulder, CO: Paradigm Press, 2006), 243-254.
Ludwig Von Mises, “Socialism as a Moral Imperative,” Socialism: An Economic and Sociological Imperative, (1922), http://oll.libertyfund.org/?option=com_staticxt&staticfile=show.php%3Ftitle=298&chapter=6500&layout=html&Itemid=27
G.A. Cohen, “Equality,” in If You’re an Egalitarian, How Come You’re So Rich, (Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 200), 101-115.

3/13/08-3/20/08 Modern Utopian Prototypes

Port Huron Statement of the Students for a Democratic Society, (1962). See web c/o Tom Hayden.

Paul and Percival Goodman, Communitas: Means of Livelihood and Ways of Life, (New York: Vintage, 1960), 153-206.

Ivan Illich, Introduction, I, II, III, IVa, from Tools for Conviviality, (1975), http://clevercyles.com/tools_for_convivality.

Michael Albert, Parecon: Life after Capitalism, (London: Verso, 2004), selected excerpts.

Robert Nozick, “A Framework for Utopia,” from Anarchy, State, and Utopia, (New York: Basic Books, 1974), 297-334.

“Fourth Declaration from the Lacandon Jungle,” and “Marcos on Memory and Reality,” The Zapatista Reader, edited by Tom Hayden, (New York: Thunder’s Mouth Press, 2002), 239-250, 270-285.
3/27/08-5/8/08 The Problems and the Promise of Equality from a Contemporary Economic and Policy Vantage

3/27/08 Overview and USA Case
Michael Blim, Equality and Economy: The Global Challenge, (Walnut Creek, CA, 2005), 1-36, 147-164, 165-180.

Robert Frank, Richistan: A Journey through the American Wealth Boom and the Lives of the New Rich, (New York: Crown, 2007) All.

4/3/08-4/17/08 Rich Country Inequality and Fixing It 

Daniel Golden, The Price of Admission: How America’s Ruling Class Buys Its Way into Elite Colleges --- and Who Gets Left Outside the Gates, (New York: Three Rivers Press, 2007), excerpts.

Andrew Ross, Celebration Chronicle: Life, Liberty, and the Pursuit of Property Value in Disney’s New Town, (New York: Ballantine Books, 1999), 1-8, 63-93, 236-240, 299-325. 
Paul Krugman, The Conscience of a Liberal, (New York: Norton, 2007), 198-213, 244-264.

 “Andrew Glyn, “Aspirations, Constraints, and Outcomes,” Social Democracy in Neoliberal Times, edited by Andrew Glyn, (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2001), 1-20.

Juhana Vartiainen, “Understanding Swedish Social Democracy: Victims of Success?” Social Democracy in Neoliberal Times, edited by Andrew Glyn, (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2001), 21-52. 
Gosta Esping-Anderson, “Against Social Inheritance,” In Progressive Futures: New Ideas for the Center-Left, (London: Policy Network, 2003), 127-152.

5/1/08-5/8/08 Poor and Middle-Income Country Inequality and Fixing It (Cases: Venezuela, Kerala, and Global Microlending)
Michael Blim, Equality and Economy, 211-234.
Cristobal Valencia Ramirez, “Venezuela in the Eye of the Hurracane.: Landing an Analysis of the Bolivarian Revolution,” Journal of Latin American Anthropology, 11:1, (2006), 173-185.

David Harris and Diego Azzi, “ALBA: Venezuela’s Answer to “Free Trade:” The Bolivarian Alternative for the Americas,” Focus on the Global South Occasional Paper, October 2006.

Microlending Critiques.
Hernando DeSoto, The Mystery of Capital: Why Capitalism Triumphs in the West and Fails Everywhere Else, (New York: Basic Books, 2000). Selected Excerpts.

Richard Sandbrook, Marc Edelman, Patrick Heller, and Judith Teichman, “Prospects,” Social Democracy in the Global Periphery, (Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press, 2007), 232-254.
Joseph Tharamangalam, “The Perils of Social Development without Economic Growth: The Development Debacle of Kerala, India,” Bulletin of Concerned Asian Scholars, http://www.bcasnet.org
T.M. Thomas Isaac and Richard Franke, Local Democracy and Development: People’s Campaign for Decentralized Planning in Kerala, (New Delhi: Leftword Books, 2000), short excerpt.

Patrick Heller, “Kerala,” Social Democracy in the Global Periphery, (Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press, 2007),
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