ANTH70800: Economic Anthropology and the Economic Crisis (17762)

Spring, 2012

Michael Blim

mblim@gc.cuny.edu
212-817-8007

Office Hours: Fridays 12-4
Course Objectives:
1. To enable students to discover and analyze materials in economic anthropology sufficient for the basics of their second exam or for advanced research.

2. To enable students to analyze the origins and consequences of the 2008+ economic crisis in support of their research in social/cultural anthropology.

Course Materials:
The readings for the seminar consist of basic research reviews of the major topics in economic anthropology, recent empirical studies reported in journals, and materials of both a theoretical and empirical nature concerning the economic crisis beginning in 2008. Materials not available online through library periodical holdings will be posted on Blackboard. 

Seminar Process and Outcomes:
The course emphasizes the analysis of nodes of economic activity as well as the analysis of a major event, the crisis of 2008+. Seminar preparation and attendance is important, as we will be a small group, and I hope we can take a case study approach to our analysis. Please be responsible for a weekly 200 word analysis and interrogation of the readings for each seminar, posting your work Thursdays before 6pm. Please meet the Thursday deadline for critique/comments/questions as there won’t be any Friday recovery time, given our early start. 

You are welcome to propose a longer written assignment that you feel will help you along in preparation of the second exam, funding proposals, and so on. We can discuss them together. 

1/27: Introduction

2/3:  Foundations Explained
Keith Hart and Chris Hann, “A Short History of Economic Anthropology,” http://the memorybank.co.uk

Barry Isaac, “Karl Polanyi,” in A Handbook of Economic Anthropology, edited by James Carrier, (Northampton, MA: Edward Elgar, 2005), 14-25.

J. Eades, “Anthropology, Political Economy and World-System Theory,” in A Handbook of Economic Anthropology, edited by James Carrier, (Northampton, MA: Edward Elgar, 2005), 26-40.

Don Robotham, “Political Economy,” in A Handbook of Economic Anthropology, edited by James Carrier, (Northampton, MA: Edward Elgar, 2005), 41-58.

Michael Blim, “Capitalisms in Late Modernity,” Annual Review of Anthropology, 29, (2000), 25-38.
Chris Gregory (2009). “Whatever happened to economic anthropology?”  The Australian journal of anthropology, 20:3, 285-300.  
2/10: Critiques of Economic Reason
Maurice Godelier, Rationality and Irrationality in Economics. (New York: Monthly Review Press)

David Graeber (2011).“To Have is to Owe,” http://canopycanopycanopy.com/10/to_have_is_to_owe.
____________, “Value: Anthropological Theories of Value,” in A Handbook of Economic Anthropology, edited by James Carrier, (Northampton, MA: Edward Elgar, 2005), 439-454.
Michael Blim, “Culture and Economy,” in A Handbook of Economic Anthropology, edited by James Carrier, (Northampton, MA: Edward Elgar, 2005), 306-322.

Joseph Bosco, Lucia Huwy-Min Liu, Matthew West (2009). “Underground lotteries in China: the occult economy and capitalist culture,” Research in economic anthropology, 29, 31-62.

John Quiggin (2010). “The Efficient Market Hypothesis,” Zombie Economics, (Princeton: Princeton University Press), 35-78.
2/17: Domestic Economies and Provisioning
Susana Narotzky, “Provisioning,” in A Handbook of Economic Anthropology, edited by James Carrier, (Northampton, MA: Edward Elgar, 2005), 78-93.

Stephen Gudeman, “Community and Economy: Economy’s Base,” in A Handbook of Economic Anthropology, edited by James Carrier, (Northampton, MA: Edward Elgar, 2005), 94-106.

Sutti Ortiz, “Decisions and Choices: The Rationality of Economic Actors,” A Handbook of Economic Anthropology, edited by James Carrier, (Northampton, MA: Edward Elgar, 2005), 59-77.
Kirk Dombrowski (2007). “Subsistence Livelihood, Native Identity, and Internal Differentiation in Southeast Alaska,” Anthropologica, 49:2, 211-229.

Kathleen Pickering, “Decolonizing Time Regimes: Lakota Conceptions of Work, Economy, and Society, American Anthropologist, 106:1 (March, 2004), 85-9. 

2/24: Markets
Kalman Applbaum, “The Anthropology of Markets,” in A Handbook of Economic Anthropology, edited by James Carrier, (Northampton, MA: Edward Elgar, 2005), 275-289.
Caryn Abrahams (2010). “Transforming the region: supermarkets and the local food economy,” African affairs, 109, 115-34.

Ben Ross Schneider (2009). “Hierarchical market economies and varieties of capitalism in Latin America,” Journal of Latin American studies, 41:3, 553-75.  
Kathleen Bubinas (2003). “The Commodification of Ethnicity in an Asian Indian Economy in Chicago,” City & Society, 15:2, 195-223.
Judy Whitehead (2008). “Rent gaps, revanchism and regimes of accumulation in Mumbai,” Anthropologica (New Series) 50:2, 269-82.

Quanmin Li (2010). “Tea and Ang: the market economy of a group of Mon-Khmer-speaking tea planters in Yunnan,” The Asia Pacific journal of anthropology, 11:2, 177-90.
Cecilie V. Odegaard (2008). ‘Informal trade, contrabando and prosperous socialities in Arequipa, Peru,” Ethnos, 73:2, 241-66.
3/2 and 3/9: States and Firms (DP)
Jinn-yuh Hsu, “New Firm Formation and Technical Upgrading in the Taiwanese Semiconductor Industry: Is Petty Commodity Production Still Relevant to High-Technology Development? In Petty Capitalists and Globalization: Flexibility, Entrepreneurship, and Economic Development, edited by Alan and Josephine Smart, (Albany: SUNY Press, 205), 145-165.
Neha Vora (2011). “From Golden Frontier to Global City: Shifting Forms of Belonging, ‘Freedom,’ and Governance among Indian Businessmen in Dubai,” American Anthropologist, 113:2, 306-318.

Damla Isik, “Personal and Global Economies: Male Carpet Manufacturers as Entrepreneurs in the Weaving Neighborhoods of Konya, Turkey,” American Ethnologist, 37:1, (Feb 2010), 53-68.
Adrian Smith, “Capitalism from Below?: Small Firms, Petty Capitalists, and Regional Transformations in Eastern Europe,” in Petty Capitalists and Globalization: Flexibility, Entrepreneurship, and Economic Development, edited by Alan and Josephine Smart, (Albany: SUNY Press, 205), 83-98.
Nigel Thrift, “Virtual Capitalism: The Globalization of Reflexive Business Knowledge,” in Virtualism: A New Political Economy, edited by James Carrier and Daniel Miller, (Oxford: Berg, 1998), 161-186.
Jeff Bury (2008). “Transnational corporations and livelihood transformations in the Peruvian Andes: an actor-oriented political ecology.”  Human organization, 67:3, 307-21.  
Peter Benson, Stuart Kirsch (2010). “Capitalism and the politics of resignation,” Current anthropology, 51:4, 459-86. 

Lotta Bjorklund Larsen (2010). “Conclusion: Moral Dilemmas When Purchasing Work Illegally,” Illegal yet Licit: Justifying Informal Purchases of Work in Contemporary Sweden, (Stockholm: Stockhold Studies in Social Anthropology, N.S. 2), 201-210. 

Emil Royrvik (2011). “The Turn to Enchantment: investing in Projects” and “Wagging the Dog: The Financialization of Sociality,” The Allure of Capitalism: An Ethnography of Management and the Global Economy in Crisis, (New York: Berghahn), 133-194.
3/16: Finance
Bill Maurer, “Finance,” in A Handbook of Economic Anthropology, edited by James Carrier, (Northampton, MA: Edward Elgar, 2005), 176-193.
Karin Knorr-Cetina, Alex Preda (2007). “The temporalization of financial markets: from network to flow,” Theory, culture and society, 24:7-8, 116-38.  
Hirokazu Miyazaki (2006). “Economy of dreams: hope in global capitalism and its critiques,” Cultural anthropology, 21:2, 147-72. 
Karen Ho  (2009). “Disciplining Investment Bankers, Disciplining the Economy: Wall Street’s Institutional Culture of Crisis and the Downsizing of ‘Corporate America,’” American Anthropologist, 111:2, 2009, 177-189.
Stefan Leins (2011). “Pricing the Revolution,” Anthropology Today, 27:4, 11-14.
3/23: Rural Transformations (AK)

  

Maria Florencia Amigo (2010). “Small bodies, large contribution: children's work in the tobacco plantations of Lombok, Indonesia,” The Asia Pacific journal of anthropology, 11:1, 34-51.
M. Blanet Castellanos (2010). “Don Teo’s Expulsion: Property Regimes, Moral Economies, and Ejido Reform,” Journal of Latin American and Caribbean Anthropology, 15:1, 144-169.
Keith Bletzer, “Open Towns and Manipulated Indebtedness among Agricultural Workers in the New South,” American Ethnologist, 31:4, 530-551.

Douglas Rogers, “Moonshine, Money, and the Politics of Liquidity in Rural Russia,” American Ethnologist, 32:1, (January 2008), 63-81.
Luisa Steur, Ritanjan Das (2009). “What's left? Land expropriation, socialist "modernizers," and peasant resistance in Asia” Focaal, 54, 67-72.  
Jean-Philippe Colin, Philip Woodhouse (2010). “Interpreting land markets in Africa,”  Africa, 80:1, 1-13.

Cristobal Kay (2008). “Reflections on Latin American Rural Studies in the Neoliberal Globalization Period: A New Rurality?” Development and Change, 39:6, 915-943.

3/30: Labor Migration (RC)

Susanna Donaldson (2011). “From Neighbors to Migrants: The Shifting Organization of Agricultural Labor in East Tennessee,” Anthropology of Work Review, 32:1, 12pp.

Michelle Gamburd (2008). “Milk Teeth and Jet Planes: Kin Relations in Families of Sri Lanka’s Transnational Domestic Servants,” City & Society, 20:1, 5-31.
Ty S. Matejowsky (2007). “Overseas contract labor, remittances, and household consumption: a case study from San Fernando City, the Philippines,” Research in economic anthropology, 24, 11-36.  
Linda Green (2009). “The fear of no future: Guatemalan migrants, dispossession and dislocation,” Anthropologica, (New Series) 51:2, 327-41.

Steve Striffler (2007). “Neither Here nor There: Mexican Immigrant Workers and the Search for Home,” American Ethnologist, 34:4, 674-688.

4/20: Labor Processes (RC)
Jonathan Parry, “Industrial Work,” in A Handbook of Economic Anthropology, edited by James Carrier, (Northampton, MA: Edward Elgar, 2005), 141-159.
Craig Jeffrey (2010). “Timepass: Youth, Class, and Time among Unemployed Young Men in India,” American Ethnologist, 37:3, 465-481.

Rachel H. Adler (2005). “!Oye Compadre! The chef needs a dishwasher: Yucatecan men in the Dallas restaurant economy,” Urban anthropology, 34:2-3, 217-46.  

Massimiliano Mollona (2005). “Factory, family and neighbourhood: the political economy of informal labour in Sheffield,” Journal of the Royal Anthropological Institute (New Series) 11:3, 527-48.

Nicolas Martin (2009) “The political economy of bonded labour in the Pakistani Punjab,” Contributions to Indian sociology, (New Series) 43:1, 35-59.

Ruth Gomberg-Munoz, “Willing to Work: Agency and Vulnerability in an Undocumented Immigrant Network,” American Anthropologist, 112:2, (June, 2010), 295-307.
Nicholas De Genova (2010). “The Management of ‘Quality’: Class Decomposition and Racial Formation in a Chicago Factory,” Dialectical Anthropology, 34:2, 249-286 (include comments).
Peter Benson (2008). “El Campo: faciality and structural violence in farm labor camps,”  Cultural anthropology, 23:4, 589-629.

Leigh Binford, Bonded Labor.

4/27: Extractive Economies (AB)
Dinah Rjak (2010). “'HIV/AIDS is our business': the moral economy of treatment in a transnational mining company,” Journal of the Royal Anthropological Institute, (New Series) 16:3, 551-71.

Thomas R. McGuire (2007). “Oil and gas in south Louisiana,” Research in economic anthropology, 24, 63-87. 

Diane E. Austin, Thomas R. McGuire, Rylan Higgins (2007), “Work and change in the Gulf of Mexico offshore petroleum industry,” Research in economic anthropology, 24, 89-122.  
Elana Shever (2008). “Neoliberal associations: property, company, and family in the Argentine oil fields,” American ethnologist, 35:4, 701-16. 

Stephen Reyna, Andrea Behrends (2008). “The crazy curse and crude domination: toward an anthropology of oil,” Focaal, 52, 3-17.
John Gledhill (2008). "The people's oil": nationalism, globalization, and the possibility of another country in Brazil, Mexico, and Venezuela,” Focaal, 52, 57-74.  
Danny Hoffman (2008). “The City as Barracks: Freetown, Monrovia, and the Organization of Violence in Postcolonial African Cities,” Cultural Anthropology, 22:3,  400-428.

Mandana Limbert, book excerpt.

5/4 & 5/11: Analyzing the Crisis of 2008+
Michael Blim, “What Anthropology Can Contribute to the Understanding of the 2008 Economic Crisis,” in J. Carrier, editor, Handbook of Economic Anthropology, second edition (Oxford: Edward Elgar, forthcoming).
Stephen Gudeman (2010). “Creative destruction: efficacy, equity or collapse?”  Anthropology today, 26:1, 3-7.  
Keith Hart and Horacio Ortiz (2008). “Anthropology in the Financial Crisis,” Anthropology Today, 24:6, 1-3.

Stephen Gudeman (2008). “Watching Wall Street: A Global Earthquake,” Anthropology Today, 24:6, 20-23.

Andrew Leyshon and Nigel Thrift (2007). “The Capitalization of Almost Everything: The Future of Finance and Capitalism,” Theory, culture and society, 24:7-8, 97-115.

Melinda Cooper (2010). “Turbulent worlds: Financial markets and environmental crisis,” Theory, culture and society, 27:2-3, 167-90.

David Harvey (2010). “Afterward,” in The Enigma of Capital, (New York: Oxford, 2010i American edition). Other excerpts from either US or English edition. 

Joseph Stiglitz (2010). “The Making of a Crisis” and “Reforming Economics,” Freefall: America, Free Markets, and the Sinking of the World Economy, (New York: W.W. Norton), 1-27,238-274.
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