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Overview of Course:
“The renowned Arab geographer, Muhammad ibn Ahmad al-Muqaddasi, writing around 985, related a fanciful tale about the creation of the Mediterranean in his most important work al-Ahsan al-taqasim fi ma’rifat il-aqalim (True Knowledge of the Regions of the World): 

After Allah created the Mediterranean, He spoke to it, saying “I have created you, and I will fill you with My servants who will cry ‘Glory to Allah! Great and Holy is Allah!’” 

“’There is no God but Allah!’ How will you treat these, My servants?” 

And the Mediterranean replied, “Lord, I will drown them all,” 

And Allah replied, “I curse you! Be off! Truly, I will make rugged your whole appearance and deny you great stocks of fish!” (in Collins, 1994: 15)

From Clifford Backman, “Piracy,” in A Companion to Mediterranean History, edited by Peregrin Horden and Sharon Kinoshita, (Chichester, UK: Wiley Blackwell, 2014), 181.
The Mediterranean area is a crossroads for three continents, and this fact has shaped its specific historical trajectory. Many empires and civilizations have contributed to its material culture and life ways, while the sea itself has provided pathways for contact, migration, conquest, and commerce. Save for the slight advantage of life along a vast inland sea, the area’s geography yields less easily and fully to human effort than areas to its north and east. The rise of cities at varying points in the area’s history has put enormous strain on the reproductive capacities of resident groups. Colonialism in the New Worlds, Africa, and Southeast Asia beginning in the 16th Century as well as the ascendancy of capitalist states to its north in the 17th and 18th Centuries, consigned it to the second ranks of nations, a semi-periphery in the world economy created by capitalism. Intra-Mediterranean colonialism as well as the arrival of the British Empire in the 19th Century created relations of exploitation and domination stretching from North to South and from West to East, the marks of which are still evident today. Nevertheless, the Mediterranean’s decline in no way signified stasis and torpor: quite the opposite, sinking fortunes promoted more migration, cultural exchange, and political conflicts that upended whole societies from the early modern period to the present. This is our object of study.
Course Objectives:
The object of the course is to provide students with an understanding of the history and development of the Mediterranean useful, though not exhaustive in preparation for a Ph.D. qualifying exam, while exploring new approaches to Mediterranean study that can aid students specializing in the region in identifying potential research projects. This course also fulfills an area requirement for Cultural Anthropology doctoral students. 
Evaluation:

Students will prepare weekly responses to the readings (max. 250 words) for sharing on Blackboard. In addition, students can choose in consult with instructor a final project that best meets their current and future academic needs.
Course Outline
2/4
What is the Mediterranean? 

John Marino, “Mediterranean Studies and the Remaking of Premodern Europe,”Journal of Early Modern History, 15, (2011), 385-412.
Christian Bromberger, Towards an Anthropology of the Mediterranean,” 
History and Anthropology. 17:2, (June 2006), 91–107. 
Dionigi Albera and Anton Blok. 2001. “Introduction: The Mediterranean as a Field of Ethnological Study: A Retrospective” L’anthropologie de la Méditerranée Anthropology of the Mediterranean.

Edmund Burke III, “Toward a Comparative History of the Modern Mediterranean, 1750–1919,” Journal of World History, 23:4, (2012), 907-939.

For Further Consideration:
James McDougall and Judith Scheele. Saharan frontiers: space and mobility in Northwest Africa, (Bloomington, IN: Indiana University Press, 2012).
David Abulafia, The Great Sea, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2011).
2/11
Setting the Geo-Historical Scene
Paolo Squatriti, “The Vegetative Mediterranean,” in A Companion to Mediterranean History, edited by Peregrine Horden and Sharon Kinoshita, (Chichester, UK: Wiley Blackwell, 2014), 26-41.
Fernand Braudel,“The Peninsulas, “The Heart of the Mediterranean,“ “Boundaries,” “The Mediterranean as a Physical Unit,” “Civilizations,” “By Way of Conclusion,” and “Conclusion to the First English Edition.” In The Mediterranean and the Mediterranean World in the Age of Phillip II, (New York: Harper Collins, 1972).
Howard Caygill, “Braudel's Prison Notebooks,” History Workshop Journal, 57 (Spring, 2004), 151-160.
2/18
The Early Modern Mediterranean 

Peregrine Horden, “Introduction,” in A Companion to Mediterranean History, edited by Peregrine  Horden and Sharon Kinoshita, (Chichester, UK: Wiley Blackwell, 2014), 1-7.
Lynda Shaffer, “Southernization,” Journal of World History, 5:1, (Spring, 1994), 1-21.
Molly Greene, “The Early Modern Mediterranean,” in A Companion to Mediterranean History, edited by Peregrin Horden and Sharon Kinoshita, (Chichester, UK: Wiley Blackwell, 2014), 91-106.
Eric Dursteler, “Speaking in Tongues: Language and Communication in the Early Modern Mediterranean, Past and Present, 217 (Nov. 2012), 48-77.
Faruk Tabak, The Waning of the Mediterranean, 1550-1870, (Baltimore, MD: Johns Hopkins University Press), 2008, 1-24, 200-269, 299-308.
For Further Consideration:

Sebouh David Aslanian, From the Indian Ocean to the Mediterranean: The Global Trade Networks of Armenian Merchants from New Julfa, (Berkeley CA: University of California Press, 2014).
2/25
Travellers’ Accounts and Anthropological Appraisals of the Area
Stanley Brandes, “Fascism and Social Anthropology: The Case of Spain Under Franco,” Anthropological Quarterly, 88:3, (July, 2015), 795-816.

Caroline Brettel, “Nineteenth Century Travelers' Accounts of the Mediterranean Peasant,” Ethnohistory, 33:2, (Spring, 1986), 159-173.
Mark Mazower, “Travellers and the Oriental City, c. 1840-1920,”  Transactions of the Royal Historical Society, 12 (2002), 59-111.
Peregrine Hordon and Nicholas Purcell, The Corrupting Sea: A Study of Mediterranean History, (Malden, MA: Blackwell, 2000), Part V, Chapters 11 and 12, “The Uses of Social Anthropology,” 461-529.

Jane Schneider, “Of Vigilance and Virgins,” Ethnology, 10, (1971), 1-24.
3/3 & 3/10
The Modern Mediterranean: Colonialism, Neo-Colonialism, and Postcolonial Responses
Pierre Bourdieu, Algerian Sketches, (London: Polity, 2013), selections.

Deborah Reed-Danahay, “Triste Paysans: Bourdieu’s Early Ethnography in Bearn and Kabylia, Anthropological Quarterly, 77:1, (Winter, 2006), 87-106.
Paolo Giaccaria and Claudio Minca, “The Mediterranean Alternative,” Progress in Human Geography, 35:3, (2010), 345-365.

Esther Sanchez-Pardo, “Adrift on the black Mediterranean diaspora: African migrant writing in Spain,” Social Identities, 17:1, (January 2011), 105-120. 
Geoffrey Jensen, “The Peculiarities of ‘Spanish Morocco’: Imperial Ideology and Economic Development,” Mediterranean Historical Review, 20:1, (June 2005), 81–102. 

Martin Thomas, “France’s North African Crisis, 1945–1955: Cold War and Colonial Imperatives,” History, 92:306, (April, 2007), 207-234.

Julia Clancy-Smith, “A View from the Water’s Edge: Greater Tunisia, France, and the Mediterranean before Colonialism, French History, 29:1, (2015), 24-30.

Neil Foxleee, “Mediterranean Humanism or Colonialism with a Human Face? Contextualizing Albert Camus’ ‘The New Mediterranean Culture,’” Mediterranean Historical Review, 21:1, (June 2006), 77–97.

Robert Home, “Scientific survey and land settlement in British colonialism, with particular reference to land tenure reform in the Middle East 1920–50,” Planning Perspectives, 21, (January 2006) 1–22. 
Andre Raymond, “French Studies of the Ottoman Empire’s Arab Provinces,” Mediterranean Historical Review, l9:l, (June 2004), 54-72. 
Special Issue of European Review of History (available via GC School of Journalism) on colonialism in the Mediterranean, 19:1, (February, 2012).
For Further Consideration:
Vincent Crapanzano, The Harkis: The Wound that Never Heals, (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2011).
3/17 & 24 Aspects of the Ecology and Political Economy of the Mediterranean


Historical (3/17)
Peregrine Hordon and Nicholas Purcell, The Corrupting Sea: A Study of the Mediterreanean, (Malden, MA: Blackwell, 2000), 7-172. 
Jose Morill Critz, Alan Omstead, and Paul Rhode, "’Horn of Plenty’: The Globalization of Mediterranean Horticulture and the Economic Development of Southern Europe, 1880-1930,” Journal of Economic History, 59:2 (June, 1999), 316-352 . 
Nevill Colclough. 2010. “Variation and Change in Land Use and Settlement Patterns in South Italy: Ascoli Satriano, 1700-1990,” History and Anthropology, 21(1):1-17. 


Smoki Musaraj. 2011. “Tales from Albarado: The Materiality of Pyramid 
Schemes in Postsocialist Albania.” Cultural Anthropology 26(1): 84–110.

Wendy Pearlman, “Emigration and Power: A Study of Sects in Lebanon, 1860–2010,” Politics and Society 4:1, (2013), 103–133. 
Adam Hanieh, “The Internalization of Gulf Capital and Palestinian Class Formation, Capital and Class, 35:1, (February, 2011), 81-106.

Russell King, “Migration and Development in the Mediterranean Region,” Geography, 81:1 (January, 1996), 3-14. 
For Further Consideration:
Michael Gilsenan, Lords of the Lebanese Marshes: Violence and Narrative in Arab Society, (Berkeley, CA: University of California Press, 1996).

The Scene Today (3/24)
World Bank Middle East and North Africa Region, Mena Economic Monitor: Towards a New Social Contract, (Washington, DC: March 2015), http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/2015/04/24334919/mena-economic-monitor-towards-new-social-contract.
World Bank Middle East and North Africa Region, Mena Economic Monitor: Inequality, Uprisings, and Conflict in the Arab World, October, 2015. Same as above for http; just change document title.

Andreas Kornelakis and Horen Voskeritsian, “The Transformation of Employment Regulation in Greece: Towards a Dysfunctional Liberal Market Economy?” Relations Industrielles/Industrial Relations, 69:2, (2014), 344-365.
Paola Monzini. 2007. “Sea Border Crossings: The Organization of Irregular Migration to Italy,” Mediterranean Politics, 12(2):163-184.

Philippe Fargues,  “Work, Refuge, Transit: An Emerging Pattern of Irregular Immigration South and East of the Mediterranean,” International Migration Review, 43:3, Fall 2009), 544–577.  
Bradford Dillman, “Shining Light on the Shadows: The Political Economy of Illicit Transactions in the Mediterranean,” Mediterranean Politics, 12:2, (July, 2007), 123–139.

Paolo Verme, et.al., The Welfare of Syrian Refugees: Evidence from Jordan and Lebanon, (Washington, D.C.: World Bank, 2016).
For Further Consideration:
Hans Lucht, Darkness before Daybreak: African Migrants Living on the Margins in Southern Italy Today, (Berkeley, CA: University of California Press, 2012).

Noelle Mole, Labor Disorders in Neoliberal Italy: Mobbing, Well-Being, and the Workplace, (Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 2012).
Jason Pine, The Art of Making Do in Naples, (Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 2012).
Jeffrey Cole and Sally Booth, Dirty Work: Immigrants in Domestic Service, Agriculture, and Prostitution in Italy, (Lanham, MD: Lexington Books, 2009).
3/31
Aspects of Social Structure 
Paolo Sacchi and Pier Paolo Viazzo, “Family and Household,” in A Companion to Mediterranean History, edited by Peregrin Horden and Sharon Kinoshita, (Chichester, UK: Wiley Blackwell, 2014), 234-249.

Jack Goody,“Two Sides of the Mediterranean,” in The Development of the Family and Marriage in Europe, (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1983), 6-33.

Kimberly Mills. 2007. “Bearing the Burden: Women, Family Planning and the Making of Modern Tunisia,” Journal of Mediterranean Studies, 17(1):73-94.

Brad Erickson: “Utopian virtues: Muslim neighbors, ritual sociality, and the politics of convive`ncia, American Ethnologist, 38:1, (2011), 114-131.
Janine Clark and Amy Young, “Islamism and Family Law Reform in Morocco and Jordan,” Mediterranean Politics, 13:3, (2008), 333-352. 
For Further Consideration:
Jillian Cavanaugh, Living Memory: The Social Aesthetics of Language in a Northern Italian Town, (Malden, MA: Wiley-Blackwell, 2012).

4/7
State and Civil Society
Fred Halliday, “The Mediterranean in an Age of Globalization,” European Political Science, 10:1, (2011), 118–130.
Ferran Requejo, “Revealing the Dark Side of Traditional Democracies in Plurinational Societies: The Case of Catalonia and the Spanish ‘estado de las autonomias’,” Nations and Nationalism, 16:1, (2010), 148-168.

Keith Watenpaugh, “Middle-Class Modernity and the Persistence of the Politics of Notables in Inter-War Syria,” International Journal of Middle East Studies, 35:2,  (May, 2003), 257-286. 
Gavin Smith. 2009. “Formal Culture, Practical Sense and the Structures of Fear in Spain.” Anthropologica, 51:2, (2009), 279-288.

Damian Spruce, “Empire and Counter-Empire in the Italian Far Right.” Theory, Culture and Society, 24:5, (2007), 99-126.
Philip Khoury, “Continuity and Change in Syrian Political Life: the 19th and 20th Centuries,” American Historical Review, 96:5, (December, 1999), 1374-1395.

Mona Atia, “A Way to Paradise”: Pious Neoliberalism, Islam, and Faith-Based Development,” Annals of the Association of American Geographers, 102:4, (2012), 808–827.
Leyla Neyzi, “Remembering Smyrna/Izmir: Shared History, Shared Trauma, 

History and Memory, 20:2, (Fall/Winter 2008), 106-127.
For Further Consideration:
Mark Mazower, Salonica, City of Ghosts: Christians, Muslims and Jews 1430-1950, (New York: Vintage, 2006). 
Heath Cabot, On the Doorstep of Europe: Asylum and Citizenship in Greece. (Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 2014).
Aseel Sawalha, Reconstructing Beirut: Memory and Space in a Postwar Arab City. (Austin: University of Texas Press, 2010).
Mark Allen Peterson, Connected in Cairo: Growing up Cosmopolitan
in the Modern Middle East. (Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 2011).
Antonio Sorge, Legacies of Violence: History, Society, and the State in Sardinia, (Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 2015).

Julia Clancy-Smith, Mediterraneans: North Africa and Europe in an Age of Migration, 1800–1900, (Berkeley, CA: University of California Press, 2012). (See too her Tunisian Revolutions, 2014, via Amazon).

J. Bahloul, The Architecture of Memory: Jews and Muslims in Colonial Algeria, (Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press, 1996).
Christa Salamandra, A New Old Damascus: Authenticity and Distinction in Urban Syria, (Bloomington, IN: Indiana University Press, 2004).
Ilhan Khuri-Makdisi, The Eastern Mediterranean and the Making of Global Radicalism, 1860-1914, (Berkeley, CA: University of California Press, 2013).

Susan Slyomovics, The Object of Memory: Arab and Jew Narrate the Palestinian Village, Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 1998).
4/14
Religion in/and the Mediterranean

Lara Deeb, “Emulating and/or embodying the ideal: The gendering of temporal frameworks and Islamic role models in Shi'i Lebanon”. American Ethnologist 36:2, (2009), 242-257.
Paolo Pinto, “The Anthropologist and the Initiated: Reflections on the Ethnography of Mystical Experience among the Sufis of Aleppo, Syria.” Social Compass 57:4, (2010), 464-478. 

Samuli Schielke, “Policing Ambiguity: Muslim Saints-Day Festivals and 
the Moral Geography of Public Space in Egypt.” American Ethnologist, 35:4, (2008), 

539-552.
Maria Courcouchli, “Shared Sacred Places,” in A Companion to Mediterranean History, edited by Peregrin Horden and Sharon Kinoshita, (Chichester, UK: Wiley Blackwell, 2014), 378-391.

Paola Pizzo, “The ‘Coptic question’ in post-revolutionary Egypt: citizenship, democracy, religion,” Ethnic and Racial Studies, 38:14, (2015), 2598-2613.

Anne Bennett, “Reincarnation, Sect Unity, and Identity among the Druze, Ethnology, 45:2, (Spring 2006), 87-104. 
For Further Consideration:
Ernesto De Martino The Land of Remorse: A Study of Southern Italian Tarantism, (London: Free Association Books, 2005 [1961]).

Michael Gilsenan, Recognizing Islam: Religion and Society in the 
Modern Middle East,  (New York: I.B. Tauris, 2000 [1982]).
4/21
Music, Festivals, and Popular Culture 

Jonathan H. Shannon, “Musical and Culinary Itineraries around the Mediterranean: Taking Cultures Offshore,” Oxford Handbooks Online, December, 2015.
Maria Krom, “Festivals of Moors and Christians: Performance, Commodity and Identity in Folk Celebrations in Southern Spain.” Journal of Mediterranean Studies 18:1, (2008), 119-138.

Ruth Rosenberg, “A Voice Like Thunder: Corsican Women’s Lament as Cultural Work,” Current Musicology 78, (2004), 31- 51.
Lila Ellen Gray. 2007. “Memories of Empire, Mythologies of the Soul: Fado Performance and the Shaping of Saudade,” Ethnomusicology, 51(1):106-130.
Jonathan H. Shannon. 2006. “Performing al-Andalus, Remembering al-Andalus: 
Mediterranean Soundings from Mashriq to Maghrib.” Journal of American 
Folklore 120(477): 308-344.

Timothy Dewaal Malefyt, “Inside and Outside Spanish Flamenco.” Anthropological Quarterly, 71:2, (1998), 63-73.  

For Further Consideration:
Daniel Gilman, Cairo Pop: Youth Music in Contemporary Egypt. (Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 2014).
Jonathan Shannon, Performing al-Andalus: Music and Nostalgia across the Mediterranean, (Bloomington, IN: Indiana University Press, 2015).
5/5
Gender in the Mediterranean 

Lila Abu-Lughod, Do Muslim Women Need Saving? (Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 2015).

Frances Hasso, “Problems and Promise in Middle East and North African Gender Studies,” Feminist Studies, 31:3, (Fall, 2005), 653-678.
5/12
Gender and Sexuality Performance in the Mediterranean
Kosta Yannakopolous. 2010. “Cultural Meanings of Loneliness: Kinship, Sexuality and (homo)sexual Identity in Contemporary Greece,” Journal of Mediterranean Studies, 18(2):265-82.

Sofian Merabet. 2006. “Creating Queer Space in Beirut.” In Sexuality in the Arab 
World, ed. Samir Khalaf and John Gagnon. London: Saqi. Pp. 199-242.


Christa Salamandra. 2006. “Chastity Capital: Hierarchy and Distinction in 
Damascus.” In Sexuality in the Arab 
World, ed. Samir Khalaf and John Gagnon. 
London: Saqi. Pp. 152-162.

Joaquina Labajo, “Body and Voice: The Construction of Gender in Flamenco,” in Music and Gender: Perspectives from the Mediterranean, edited by Tullia Magrini, (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2003), 67-86.

Goffredo Plastino, “Come into Play: Dance, Music, and Gender in Three Calabrian Festivals,” in Music and Gender: Perspectives from the Mediterranean, edited by Tullia Magrini, (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2003), 147-167.

For Further Consideration:
T. Thao Pham Moroccan Immigrant Women in Spain: Honor and Marriage, Lanham, MD: Lexington Books, 2013).

Rachel Newcomb, Women of Fes: Ambiguities of Urban Life in Morocco,
(Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 2008).
Brian Whitaker. 2006. Unspeakable love: Gay and Lesbian Life in the Middle 
East, (Berkeley, CA: University of California Press, 2006).

Sofian Merabet, Queer Beirut, (Austin: University of Texas Press, 2014).
4
9

