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mblim@gc.cuny.edu
Course Objectives:

Upon completion of the seminar, students should be able to successfully produce a second examination bibliography on work/labor, particularly with respect to the impacts of work and labor on economic inequality. 

A term paper developed in consultation with the instructor is required (75% of the final grade). Students will make short presentations of their research in progress (15 min) as they work on their end of term projects. Weekly comments (no more than 200 words) to focus seminar discussion are also required. They should be posted on course blackboard site by 10AM on the day of our class meetings. They will account for 25% of the final grade.

Most readings will be uploaded and available for use via Blackboard or accessible via online library journals.

Don’t hesitate to suggest other readings for discussion!

Course Outline:

1/29 Introduction
2/5 Short Reprise of the Classical-Modern Tradition
Adam Smith, Book I: Chapters 1-8, An Inquiry into the Nature and Causes of the Wealth of Nations (1776).

John Stuart Mill, Principles of Political Economy, (New York: Penguin, 1994), 7th edition, 1871, Book II: chapters 3 and 4; Book III: chapters 1 and 26; Book IV: chapter 7.

Marx, “The Production of Absolute Surplus Value,”  “Production of Relative Surplus Value, “The Production of Absolute and Relative Surplus Value” and “Wages,” Capital, Volume I.

Max Weber. Economy and Society, 43-48, 63-75, 122-150, 339-354, 926-939.

2/12 NO CLASS
2/14 Labor Processes in the North and Resulting Theories

David Harvey, The Limits to Capital, (New York: Verso, 2006 [1982]), 98-125.    
Andre Gorz, Farewell to the Working Class, (Boston: South End Press, 1982), 1-13, 66-74.

Robert Kanigel, “Uncommon Labor,” The One Best Way: Frederick Winslow Taylor and the Enigma of Efficiency, (New York: Penguin, 1997), 315-323.

Antonio Gramsci, “Americanism and Fordism,” Selections from the Prison Notebooks, (New York: International Publishers, 277-318.

E.P.Thompson, "Time, Work-Discipline, and Industrial Capitalism,” Past and Present, 38, (1967), 56–97. 

2/19 & 2/26 Labor Processes of World Economy, the South, and Some Theories
Immanuel Wallerstein, “The Rise and Future Demise of the World Capitalist System: Concepts for Comparative Analysis,” Comparative studies in society and history, 16:4, (1974): 387-415.

Eric Wolf, “The New Laborers,” Europe and the People without History, (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1982), 354-384.

Giovanni Arrighi,  “Peripheralization of Southern Africa, I: Changes in Production Processes, Review (Fernand Braudel Center), 3:2, (1979), 161-191.

Giovanni Arrighi, “Labor Supplies in Historical Perspective: A Study of the Proletarianization of the African Peasantry in Rhodesia,” in Essays on the Political Economy of Africa, edited by Arrighi and John Saul, (New York: Monthy Review Press, 1973).
Mary Beth Mills, “Gender and Inequality in the Global Labor Force,” Annual Review of Anthropology, 32, (2003), 41-62.
G. Balachandrian, “Making coolies (un)making workers: "globalizing" labour in the late-19th and early-20th centuries,” Journal of historical sociology 24:3, (2011), 266-96. 

Frederick Cooper, "Conditions Analogous to Slavery: Imperialism and Free Labor Ideology in Africa,” in Frederick Cooper, Thomas C. Holt, Rebecca J. Scott. Beyond Slavery: Explorations of Race, Labor, and Citizenship in Postemancipation Societies.(Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2000), 107-149.

Nicholas Martin, “The political economy of bonded labour in the Pakistani Punjab,” Contributions to Indian sociology (New Series) 43:1, (2009), 35–59.

3/5 Migration
Patrick Manning, “Labor for Industry and Empire, 1700-1900,” Migration in World History, (New York: Routledge, 2005), 132-156.

Erdogan Gedik, “Migrant organizations in Turkey and Germany: local, transnational and global contexts of Kurdish-Alevis from Varto, Turkey,” Urban anthropology 40:1/2, (2011), 151-204. 

Belinda Leach, “A clash of histories: encounters of migrant and non-migrant laborers in the Canadian automobile parts industry,” Focaal 51, (2008), 43-56.

Paul Green, “Generation family and migration: young Brazilian factory workers in Japan,” Ethnography, 11:4, (2010), 515-32.

Mary C. King, Leopoldo Rodriguez, Carrie Cobb, “Ni uno ni el otro: the spectrum of formality in the U.S. work experience of Mexican migrants in Portland, Oregon,” Urban anthropology, 39:4, (2010), 359-95.

Ruth Gomberg-Munoz, “Willing to Work: Agency and Vulnerability in an Undocumented Immigration Network,” AA, 112:2, (June, 2010), 295-307.

Russell and Cheryl Sharman, “I Just Work Here,” Nightshift, (Berkeley: University of California Press, 2008), 126-140.

3/12 & 3/19 Labor Markets: Stratification, Segmentation, Gender, Race, Sexuality, and Wage Inequalities
“Capitalist work and labor markets,” with Charles Tilly.  In Neil Smelser and Richard Swedberg, eds., Handbook of Economic Sociology, (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1994),
Claudia Goldin and Lawrence Katz, “The Race between Education and Technology: The Evolution of U.S. Educational Wage Differentials, 1890 to 2005,” (Harvard, 2009), in ms.
Chris Tilly,“Learning about discrimination by talking to employers,” with Philip Moss.  In William Rodgers III, Handbook on the Economics of Discrimination.  Cheltenham, UK: Edward Elgar, 2006.
Claudia Goldin, “The Quiet Revolution That Transformed Women’s Employment, Education, and Family,” American Economic Association Papers and Proceedings, (May 2006), 1-21.
Andre Gorz, Critique of Economic Reason, 1989, (summary) http://www.antenna.nl/~waterman/gorz.html#top

Darren Thiel, “Contacts and contracts: economic embeddedness and ethnic stratification in London's construction market,” Ethnography, 11:3, (2010), 443-71.
Alison Holt Norris and Eric Worby, “The sexual economy of a sugar plantation: Privatization and social welfare in northern Tanzania,” AE, 39:2, (2012), 354-370.
Andras Tilcsik, “Pride and prejudice: employment discrimination against openly gay men in the United States,” American journal of sociology, 117:2, (2011), 586-626. 
3/26-4/2 Spring Break
4/9 Shopfloors and Nightshifts
Paul Edwards, et.al., “Generalizing from workplace ethnographies: From introduction to theory,” Journal of contemporary ethnography, 37:3, (2008), 291-31. 

Nicholas De Genova, “The Management of ‘Quality’: Class Decomposition and Racial Formation in a Chicago Factory,” Dialectical Anthropology, 34:2, (2010), 249–286.

Emilia Margarida Marques, “Instituting, de-instituting and under-instituting the complexities of production: struggles on the shop floor,” Social anthropology, 19:4,  (2011), 409-22. 

Russell and Cheryl Sharman, “I’ll Take My Chances on the Nightshift,” Nightshift, (Berkeley: University of California Press, 2009), 29-43.
Stephen Barley and Gideon Kunda, “Life on the Job,” Gurus, Hired Guns, and Warm Bodies: Itinerant Experts in a Knowledge Economy, (Princeton: Princeton UP, 2004), 177-222.
4/16 Unions, Works Councils, Coops
Steve Striffler, ”Political comment: solidarity, the labor movement, and the challenges of building a left in the United States,”  Dialectical anthropology, 35:2, (2011), 233-8. 

Mao Mollona, “Community Unionism versus Business Unionism: The Return of the Moral Economy in Trade Union Studies,” AE, 36:4, (November, 2009), 651-666.

Lesley Gill, “The Limits of Solidarity : Labor and Transnational Organization against Coca Cola,” AE, 36:4, (November, 2009), 667-680.

Alice Bryer, “The politics of the social economy: a case study of the Argentinean empresas recuperadas,” Dialectical Anthropology, 36, (2012), 21-49. (Also read comments that follow)
Elana Shever, “Neoliberal associations: Property, company, and family in the Argentine oil fields, AE, 35:4, (November, 2008), 701-716.
European Foundation for the Improvement of Living and Working Conditions, “Works Councils,”  (2003?), http://www.eurofound.europa.eu/eiro/other_reports/works%20councils_final.pdf
“Works Councils,” (blogspot, 2010)

http://understandingsociety.blogspot.com/2010/02/works-councils-and-us-labor-relations.html
Joel Rogers and Wolfgang Streeck, “The Study of Works Councils: Concepts and Problems,” (1995), http://www.nber.org/chapters/c11554.pdf
4/23 Social Wage, Living Wage
Gosta Esping-Andersen, “Families and the Revolution in Women’s Roles,” pdf.
David Brady, “The Welfare State and Relative Poverty in Rich Western Democracies, 1967-1997,” Social Forces, 83:4, (June, 2005), 1329-1364.

Anwar Shaikh, “Who Pays for the ”Welfare” in the Welfare State: A Multicountry Study,” Social Research, 70:2, (Summer, 2003), 531-550.

Jamee Moudud and Ajit Zacharias, “The Social Wage, Welfare Policy, and the Phases of Capital Accumulation,” pdf.
Chris Tilly, “Living wage laws in the United States: The dynamics of a growing movement,” In Maria Kousis and Charles Tilly, eds., Threats and Opportunities in Contentious Politics.  Boulder, CO: Paradigm Publishers, 2005.
David Harvey, Spaces of Hope, (Berkeley, CA: University of California Press, 2000). 117-130.

Jared Bernstein, “The Living Wage Movement. What Is It, Why Is It,

and What’s Known about Its Impact?” In Emerging Labor Market Institutions for the

Twenty-First Century, edited by Richard Freeman, et.al., (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2004),  99-140.

4/30 The Professions and Skilled Occupations (with Maggie Whitten)
Magali Sarfatti Larson, The Rise of Professionalism in the United States,  (Berkeley: University of California Press,

Elliott Krause, The Death of the Guilds: Professions, States, and the Advance of Capitalism, (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1999), 1-28, 280-286.

Harry Braverman, Labor and Monopoly Capital, (New York: Monthly Review Press, 1974), 293-374.

Carrie M. Lane, “Man enough to let my wife support me: how changing models of career and gender are reshaping the experience of unemployment,” American ethnologist, 36:4, (2009), 681-92. 
Claudia Goldin and Lawrence Katz, “The Most Egalitarian of All Professions: Pharmacy and the Evolution of a Family-Friendly Occupation,” NBER 18410, (2012).
Ariel Ducey, “Technologies of Caring Labor,” n.d.

5/7 & 5/14 Student Presentations 
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